
Sherwood Investment Services 
Financial Planning & Investment Management 

Eric Linger, RIA 
Registered Investment Advisor 

425-898-8989 
Sherwood-Investments.com 23705 NE 61st Street 
elinger@Sherwood-Investments.com Redmond, WA 98053 
 
 

The Savvy Investor 
The $500,000 Mistake 

 
 

Focus on the Big Bucks 
 
I frequently get calls from investors wanting to 
know the best place to invest their money.  It's a 
reasonable question, but I often find that the 
investor is focused on the wrong part of their 
financial situation.  Does it really matter if you 
can get a 15% return rather than 9% and you 
ignore your estate plan and pay the 
government an unnecessary $500,000?  
Wouldn't it make sense to focus on the best way 
to save that $500,000 in addition to focusing on 
how to earn another $6,000 on your $100,000 
investment?  The answer is obvious, but it's not 
what is often done. 
 
Many people believe that estate planning is about 
relinquishing control of your assets.  It’s not.  
Estate planning is about maintaining control 
of your assets. 
 
Estate planning will direct how your money is 
spent, based on your desires.  Therefore, estate 
planning allows you to control your money and 
based on your desires, not the government's 
desires. 

Getting Started 
 
We start by discussing the client’s needs and 
objectives.  We then determine ways to achieve 
what our client wants.  This avoids the mistake 
that many make, by jumping right into the tools 
(trusts, gifting, insurance), only to learn later that 
the tools don't work as desired. 
 
We also strongly suggest that clients work with a 
good estate attorney.  Most attorneys can draw 
up a will, but designing the legal documents for 
an estate plan is very specialized.  You need to 
work with an experienced attorney who 
specializes in estate planning. 
 
If you really want to make a big difference in your 
financial picture, focus on estate planning as well 
as getting a higher percentage on your 
investments – a percentage that the government 
may get most of anyway. 
 

 
 
 
To learn more about reducing your estate taxes, visit our web site www.Sherwood-Investments.com or 
contact us.   We work with an excellent team of estate attorneys to assure that your estate plans meet 
your wishes. 


